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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
The Bachelor of Arts in Theology is an undergraduate degree in 

Theology offered by the University of Oxford, providing a solid and 
rigorous training in the academic theological disciplines. This route is 

taken by ordinands who are expected or permitted to spend three years 
in training, who receive three years funding, and for whom an intensive 

academic programme is particularly suitable (for example those expected 
to pursue theological research at some future date). It is rooted in the 

framework of the life and worship of St Stephen’s House and 
supplemented by in-house requirements which attend to the pastoral, 

integrative and less academic elements of training. 
 

Three-year ordinands who take the BA in Theology do so as Senior Status 
students, and so are exempted from the Preliminary Examination in 

Theology. They take the Final Honour School of Theology (‘Schools’) at 
the end of their second year, for which they must attend courses and be 

assessed in eight subjects. In order to qualify for Senior Student status, 
the candidate’s first degree must have involved a course of study lasting 

three years full-time or equivalent. 
 

Ordinands taking the BA will pursue a more vocational course of study in 
their third year (based on the shape of the Certificate for Theology 

Graduates), alongside other final year ordinands.  
 

Entrance Requirements 
 

Those applying to take the BA in Theology as a second Bachelor’s degree, 
including three-year ordinands, must have obtained at least an upper 

second (or equivalent) in their first degree.  
 

Aims and Objectives 
 

The overall aims and objectives of the BA in Theology, and specific aims 
and objectives for the individual papers/units of study, are set out in the 

Theology Faculty’s Handbook for the Honour School of Theology.  
 

Learning Outcomes 
 

In all programmes for ordinands at St Stephen’s House, the college seeks 
through its corporate life to enable its members to enter more deeply into 
their identity as Christians and to live more fully in the mission of God. 
There is a dual emphasis on the acquisition of virtuous habits of wisdom 
(in ordered prayer, thoughtful study and charitable relations) and on 
training for the practical tasks demanded of those who seek to serve the 
Church in the ordained ministry. A more detailed account of how 
candidates are enabled to achieve the Learning Outcome statements for 
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ordained ministry within the Church of England is set out in the St 
Stephen’s House Curriculum Validation document, section 3.1, and more 
specifically in the individual unit outlines.  
 
With respect to this particular route, the third year pastorally-oriented 

courses particularly attend to those learning outcomes directed towards 
ministry within the Church of England (e.g. legal, canonical and 

administrative responsibilities; liturgical competence; preaching; 
awareness of the church’s roles in public life).  

 

Teaching Methods 
 

Teaching and learning for the BA take place through a combination of 
Faculty lectures (some of which are designated as ‘core lectures’) and 

tutorials in the college and the wider University. On average, students can 
expect approximately half their papers to be taught by tutors in the 

college, and half by tutors in other colleges. Certain papers are taught by 
Faculty class rather than tutorial. In their third year, ordinands undertake 

the final year course, taught primarily through lectures and seminars in 
college.  
 
Rationale of Key Components 
 
In order to ensure a solid and broad foundation in Christian Theology 

appropriate to ordained ministry, St Stephen’s House insists that, in 
additional to the requirements of the syllabus, all ordinands also take a 

second New Testament paper (Pauline Literature) and a Church History 
paper (the latter requirement is occasionally waived, e.g. in the case of a 

graduate in History who has covered similar ground in his or her first 
degree). A typical pathway is provided below.  
 
In common with those pursuing other routes, ordinands taking this route 
will also undertake courses of a more formational character as set out in 
the tables of course structure below.  
 
Integration  
 
Although integration of academic, pastoral and formational dimensions of 

training occurs most explicitly in the final year courses for this route (and 
in courses such as Formation and Ministry taken alongside study for the 

BA), St Stephen’s House values the integrative character of the whole 
residential experience of formation and corporate prayer. In addition, all 

ordinands are members of a Group, undertake a term-time and summer 
placement, and participate in Pastoral Studies Weeks and similar short 

courses throughout their three years.  
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Advice on BA Tutorial Teaching  
 
Students for the BA should usually expect to write 10-12 tutorial essays 

per term. For each tutorial, candidates will be given a title and reading list 
in advance, and will be expected to write an essay in preparation for the 

tutorial. This will either be handed in before the tutorial or read out during 
the tutorial. The essay, its strengths and weaknesses, should form the 

basis of the conversation for the rest of the tutorial.  The length of essay 

expected varies from tutor to tutor, although a rough guide is c. 3000 
words. Further guidance is given in the Faculty’s course handbook.  
 
University lectures complement work done in tutorials, often providing the 
bigger picture or covering additional topics. Outlines of material covered 
in lectures are made available to examiners, who will take these into 
account when setting examination papers. It is important to listen to 
tutors’ advice about appropriate lectures. In particular, it is vital that you 
attend any lecture series designated as ‘Core Lecture’ (CL in the lecture 
list) for papers you are studying. Please note that these lectures may not 
necessarily occur in the term that you are studying the paper in tutorials. 
 

Assessment 
 

For the Final Honour School, all papers are externally assessed by three-
hour examinations in the Trinity Term of the final year of the degree, 

unless an external essay is being offered either in place of or in addition 
to, one of the papers.  

 
Final classifications are awarded according to usual university grading - 

firsts, upper seconds, lower seconds, thirds (and fail). All students 
should expect to be available until the middle of July after Finals 

in case they are called for a viva. 
 

In addition to formal assessment, formative assessment occurs through 
regular feedback from tutors, and a termly academic report (read out 

during Principal’s Collections at the end of term). At the beginning of each 
term, there will normally be a written ‘collection’ (internal college 

examination) on the paper studied the previous term. This provides the 
college with an indication of the candidate's progress, and enables the 

candidate to practise examination technique before finals. Collections are 
purely internal and do not affect the candidate's final degree result. 
 

Languages 
 

All Senior Status BA students are required to be assessed in a biblical 
language (Hebrew or Greek) in one of the biblical papers in Finals. 

Teaching is provided via Faculty classes in Michaelmas and Hilary Terms 
of the first year.  
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Important information for all students 
 
It is the responsibility of all students to familiarise themselves with the 
relevant sections of the University of Oxford Examination Regulations 
(Grey Book), and any other information provided by the Theology Faculty, 
such as the FHS Course handbook (the ‘Red Book’). They should also 
study carefully the Proctors’ and Assessor’s Memorandum, published 
annually. 
 

Students are also responsible for ensuring that they meet all deadlines for 
submitting examination entry forms, long essay applications, etc. They 
will receive a reminder of dates from the Academic Secretary.  
 
Exemptions 
 
Students by arrangement at the start of the course with the teacher (or 
coordinator) of a particular in-house course may arrange to opt out of 
certain sessions, where it can clearly be shown that they have already 
covered the material that will be presented. In place of attendance at 
each session, they will be asked to do some reading and write a short 
response. Requests for exemptions will be taken to the staff meeting and 
records of exemptions will be put on file.  
 

 
 


